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LETTER FROM COURT

47 We also direct that a few ol the reels thai aic worn out
be carefully packed and sent home to us by some of the returning .ships,
notino how long they were in use in order that, by an inspection of
their'defects, it may be discovered whether any and what means may
be adopted to remedy the same.
48.    In our list of investment, transmitted >ou under date the ilith
March 1784, we sent you an account of several particulars relative to
indigo, which we hope became an object of your serious consideration.
We now transmit you a similar account of what was sold in September
sale 1784, and shall take the first opportunity, that shall offer alter it
can be made up, of sending you the like account respecting what was
sold the beginning of the month.   We direct, that, you immediately on
the receipt of this proceed to investigate minutely those accounts and
report to us to what cause it is owing that there is so material a cliffeience
between your weights and ours.   A portion of our loss in  this aititle
arises from these differences which we fear has been owing to its being
packed in a damp state.   There seems also to have been great neglect
in taring, as our account of fares exceed yours on the quantity mentioned
in that account no less than 7753 Ibs.   This in so valuable an article
as indigo at a prime cost of 7$. per Ib. is a most serious object and on
which we demand the most full and complete information you ma\ be
able to afford.
49.    In respect to indigo in general we are of opinion  if -proper
care is taken in the purchases, in regard to its price and qualh), it
might become a beneficial article of our commerce.   Hitherto it seems
onlj to have engaged your attention in a view as a means of remittance;
in this however it has failed considerably owing to the high prices at
which it has been purchased.   In your proceedings respecting the first
contract you made with Mr. Princep in 1779 for that article at rupees
5-8 per seer it was expressly held forth " that that price would hereafter
lessen in proportion as the quantity demanded, and that saving of the
expences after the first outset and heavy charges of necessary implements
and buildings are repaid by sales to the planter."   After the completion
of so extensive a contract of 5000 maunds, in the first instance at rupees 5-8
per seer, we expected to have reaped the benefit of any future purchases
at an immediate reduced price, and it was to this we looked for reimburse-
ment for our losses upon the first contract.   It was not therefore without
displeasure that we found you had in 1782 made a further contract for
1600 maunds at a reduction in price of only 8 annas per seer.   This, we
informed you in our last investment, was by no means such a reduction
as we had a right to expect or such as would render it an article in which
we could engage.   We have nevertheless the mortification to experience
that you have still made a further contract with Mr, Princep to the
amount of 3 lacks at the same price.   We observe you state this contract
to have been given as a compensation or compromise to Mr, Princep
tor having given up a point in dispute between the Company and him
respecting the building at Pultah.   We do not mean here to enter into
the merits of the dispute between Mr. Princep and the Company:  that